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Academic Appointments

Associate Professor, University of Kentucky. July 2021 - Present
Assistant Professor, University of Kentucky. August 2015 - June 2021

Postdoctoral Research Associate, Washington University in St. Louis. Sept. 2014 - May
2015

Education

Ph.D. in Political Science. Summer 2014. Florida State University
M.A. in Political Science. Spring 2009. University of Memphis
B.A. in Political Science. Spring 2007. Montana State University

Awards and Honors

National Science Foundation Grant, Law and Social Sciences Program. 2018. “Collaborative
Research: Examining Compliance with Rights Regimes.” SES-1823804 (UK) & SES-1823771
(Nebraska-Lincoln). Co-Principal Investigator (with Courtney Hillebrecht). Project Award:
$269,676 [UK award: $110,354 2018]

Books

Regional Courts, Domestic Politics, and the Struggle for Human Rights. 2020. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Violence Against Women and the Law, with David L. Richards. 2015. New York: Routledge.

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

“Balancing Justice: Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,” with
Francesca Parente. 2025. Review of International Organizations. Published online March
31, 2025.



“The Price of Justice: Compliance and Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights,” with Francesca Parente. Forthcoming at Journal of Law and Courts. Pub-
lished online January 17, 2025.

“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights Rec-
ommendations,” with Courtney Hillebrecht. 2025. International Studies Quarterly 69(1).

“Lobbying, Access Points, and the Protection of Human Rights in Democracies,” with Sean
D. Ehrlich and Kimberly Frugé. 2023. International Interactions 49(6): 935-961.

“International Human Rights Recommendations at Home: Introducing the Women’s Rights
Compliance Database (WRCD),” with Courtney Hillebrecht and Hannah Read. 2022. In-
ternational Interactions 48(5): 1070-1087.
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“From Litigation to Rights: The Case of the European Court of Human Rights,
Welch. 2021. International Studies Quarterly 65(1): 210-222.

with Ryan

“Overlapping Human Rights Institutions: Introducing the Women’s Rights Recommenda-
tions Digital Database (WR2D2),” with Courtney Hillebrecht. 2020. Journal of Peace
Research 57(5): 648-657.

“Domestic Politics and the Effectiveness of Regional Human Rights Courts.” 2020. Inter-
national Interactions 46(4): 551-578.

“International Institutional Design and Human Rights: The Case of the Inter-American Hu-
man Rights System.” 2019. Conflict Management and Peace Science 36(6): 608-625.

“Enforcement of Sexual Violence Law in Post-Civil Conflict Societies,” with David Richards.
2018. Conflict Management and Peace Science 35(3): 280-295.

“Torture Allegations as Events Data: Introducing the Ill-Treatment and Torture (ITT) Spe-
cific Allegation Data,” with Courtenay R. Conrad and Will H. Moore. 2014. Journal of
Peace Research 51(3): 429-438.

“Disaggregating Torture Allegations: Introducing the Ill-Treatment and Torture (ITT) Country-
Year Data,” with Courtenay R. Conrad and Will H. Moore. 2013. International Studies
Perspectives 14(2): 199-220.

Book Chapters

“Unveiling Hidden Variations: Contemporary Trends in Compliance with International Hu-
man Rights Institutions,” with Courtney Hillebrecht. 2022. In Research Handbook on Im-
plementation of Human Rights in Practice. ed. Rachel Murray. Edward Elgar, 59-78.



“Exploring the Consequences of the Normative Gap in Legal Protections Addressing Vio-
lence Against Women,” with David Richards. 2018. In The Legal Protection of Women from
Violence: Normative Gaps in International Law, eds. Rashida Manjoo and Jackie Jones.
New York: Routledge.

Works in Progress

“The Costs of Coordinating: International Human Rights Recommendation Action-Type
and Compliance,” with Courtney Hillebrecht.

“Gendering Justice: Women Victims and Inter-American Court of Human Rights Repa-
rations,” with Francesca Parente. Paper proposal accepted for Special Issue in Conflict
Management and Peace Science.

Book Reviews

“Review of Leslie Johns Strengthening International Courts: The Hidden Costs of Legaliza-
tion.” 2016. Review of International Organizations. 11(1): 151-154.

Additional Funding

EXTRAMURAL

University of Oslo, Centre for Human Rights Research Fellow, 2013
University of Oslo, LEVE Network Travel Grant Award, 2011

Mo Ibrahim Foundation Funding for Research/Data Collection, Summer 2008

INTRAMURAL

Department of Political Science Travel Grant for ICPSR Summer Program, 2012

Center for the Study of Democratic Performance Travel Grant for ICPSR Summer Program,
2012

Congress of Graduate Students Travel Award, Florida State University, 2010, 2011
Graduate Assistantship, Florida State University, 2009-Present

Graduate Assistantship, University of Memphis, 2007-2009

Invited Talks and Conferences

“Balancing Justice: Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (with
Francesca Parente).” Prepared for the Conference on Measuring and Predicting Political
Violence, University of Georgia, April 2024.



“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights
Recommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Prepared for the Constructing and Decon-
structing International Law Conference, April 2022.

“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights Rec-
ommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Prepared for the Human Rights on the Edge
Virtual Conference, April 2021.

“Overlapping International Human Rights Institutions: Commitment and Compliance in the
International Women'’s Rights Regime (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Prepared for the New
Approaches to International Security and Cooperation Challenges Workshop, June 2019.

“Overlapping International Human Rights Institutions: The Case of Women’s Rights in Eu-
rope.” (with Courtney Hillebrecht). Prepared for the University of Georgia Women’s Rights
Workshop, October 2017.

“Overlapping International Human Rights Institutions: Governing Women’s Rights in Eu-
rope.” (with Courtney Hillebrecht). Prepared for the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Human
Rights Workshop, April 2016.

“Political Institutions and Gender-Based Violence Legal Enforcement in Post-Conflict Soci-
eties.” Prepared for 2015 Conference on Gender, Violence, and Coercion at Arizona State
University, October 2015.

Conference Presentations

“Unpacking the Compliance-Recommendation Action-Type Nexus: Capacity, Coordination
and Compliance (with Couretney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the Annual Meeting
of the International Studies Association, March 2025, Chicago, L.

“Balancing Justice: Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (with
Francesca Parente).” Paper presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political
Science Association, January 2025, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

“Balancing Justice: Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (with
Francesca Parente).” Poster presentation at the Annual Meeting of the Peace Science Soci-
ety, November 2024, Ann Arbor, MI.

“How Does Recommendation Action-Type Affect Compliance? (with Courtney Hillebrecht).”
Paper presentation at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, April
2024, San Francisco, CA.

“The Price of Justice: Compliance and Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of



Human Rights (with Francesca Parente).” Paper presentation at the Annual Meeting of the
International Studies Association, April 2024, San Francisco, CA.

“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights Rec-
ommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the Annual Meeting of
the International Studies Association, March 2023, Montreal, Québec, Canada.

“Damages Awarded by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights: The Role of Violation
Severity, Victim Identity, and State Capacity.” Poster presentation at the Annual Meeting
of the Peace Science Society, November 2022, Denver, CO.

“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights Rec-
ommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the Southeast Rights
Network Conference, October 2022, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN.

“Who and How Many? Victim Characteristics and Damages Awarded by the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights (with Francesca Parente).” Paper presentation at the Annual Meet-
ing of the International Studies Association, March 2022, Nashville, TN.

“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights Rec-
ommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the Annual Meeting of
the International Studies Association, March 2022, Nashville, TN.

“Moving the Needle: Recommendation Precision and Compliance with Women’s Rights
Recommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the (virtual) An-
nual Meeting of the International Studies Association, April 2021.

“The Provision of Positive Peace: A New Dataset on Compliance with Women’s Rights
Recommendations (with Courtney Hillebrecht and Hannah Read).” Paper presentation at
the (virtual) Annual Meeting of the Peace Science Society, Nov. 2020.

“International Human Rights Recommendations at Home: Introducing the Women’s Rights
Recommendations Digital Database: Compliance (with Courtney Hillebrecht and Hannah
Read).” Paper presentation at the (virtual) Annual Meeting of the American Political Sci-
ence Association, Sept. 2020.

“The Inter-American Human Rights System and Government Torture.” Paper presentation

at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, April, 2018, San Francisco,
CA.

“Overlapping International Human Rights Institutions: Juggling Multiple Human Rights
Commitments in Europe (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the Annual
Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Sept. 2017, San Francisco, CA.



“From Litigation to Rights: How National Human Rights Institutions Ensure the Effec-
tiveness of Regional Human Rights Courts (with Ryan Welch).” Paper presentation at the
Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, Feb. 2017, Baltimore, MD.

7

“National Legislatures and Regional Human Rights Court Effectiveness.” Paper presenta-
tion at the Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association - Midwest, Nov. 2016,
St. Louis, MO.

“Overlapping International Human Rights Institutions: Juggling Multiple Human Rights
Commitments in Europe (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Poster Presentation at the Annual
Meeting of the Peace Science Society, Oct. 2016, Notre Dame, IN.

“State Commitment to CEDAW and Domestic Sexual Violence Legislation (with David
Richards).” Paper presentation at the 2016 Annual Meeting of the International Studies
Association (Presidential Theme Panel), March 2016, Atlanta, GA.

“Overlapping International Human Rights Institutions: Juggling Multiple Human Rights
Commitments in Europe (with Courtney Hillebrecht).” Paper presentation at the 2016 An-
nual Meeting of the International Studies Association, March 2016, Atlanta, GA.

“Introducing a New Dataset on the UN’s ECOSOC INGO Network, 1947-2010 (with Patrick
Scott and Christopher Reenock).” Paper presentation at the 2016 Annual Meeting of the
International Studies Association, March 2016, Atlanta, GA.

“Civil Society and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.” Paper presentation at the
2015 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 2015, San
Francisco, CA.

“State Commitment to CEDAW and Domestic Gender-Based Violence Legislation (with
David Richards).” Paper presentation at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the Law and Society
Association, May 2015, Seattle, WA.

“Generating Executive Implementation Incentives: Civil Society and the Effectiveness of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights.” Paper presentation at the 2015 Annual Meeting
of the International Studies Association, February 2015, New Orleans, LA.

“Generating Executive Incentives: The Role of Domestic Judicial Power in International
Human Rights Court Effectiveness.” Paper presentation at the 2014 Annual Meeting of the
Peace Science Society, October 2014, Philadelphia, PA.

“Generating Executive Incentives: The Role of Domestic Judicial Power in International
Human Rights Court Effectiveness.” Poster presentation at the 2014 Meeting of the Society
for Political Methodology, July 2014, Athens, GA.



“Violence Against Women in the Law: A Global Analysis.” Paper presentation at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut Human Rights Institute, April 2014, Storrs, Connecticut.

“Generating Executive Incentives: The Role of Domestic Politics in International Human
Rights Court Effectiveness.” Paper presentation at the 2014 Annual Meeting of the Inter-
national Studies Association, March 2014, Toronto, Ontario.

“Domestic Implementation of Supranational Court Decisions: The Role of Domestic Judicial
Power in Respect for Human Rights.” Paper presentation at the 2013 MultiRights Summer
Institute Conference, June 2013, Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, Oslo, Norway.

“Domestic Implementation of Supranational Court Decisions: The Role of Domestic Politics
in Respect for Human Rights.” Paper presentation at the 2013 Meeting of Journeys in World
Politics, May 2013, Iowa City, Iowa.

“Human Rights and the Production of Peace: The Informational Role of NHRIs in Supra-
national Court Effectiveness.” Poster presentation at the 2012 Meeting of the Peace Science
Society (International), Oct. 2012, Savannah, GA.

“Human Rights and International Courts: Do Domestic Institutions Make International
Courts Relevant?” Poster presentation at the 2011 Meeting of the Peace Science Society
(International), Oct. 2011, Los Angeles, CA.

“The Evolution of Legal Guarantees Relating to Violence Against Women: A New Dataset
and Global Analysis (with David Ricahrds).” Paper Presented at the 2011 Annual Meeting
of the American Political Science Association, Sept. 2011, Seattle, WA.

“Comparative Legal Guarantees Relating to Violence Against Women (with David Richards).”
Presented at the 2011 Second Annual Meeting of the International Network on Quantitative
Methods for Human Rights and Development, June 2011, New York, NY.

“Amnesty International’s Torture Allegations (with Courtenay R. Conrad and Will H. Moore).”
Presented at the 2011 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, April 2011,
Montreal, Quebec.

“The Stealth Pandemic: A 2007/2008 World Report on Violence Against Women (with
David Richards and Amanda Kuppers).” Presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the
American Political Science Association, Sept. 2009, Toronto, Ontario.

Other Conference Participation

Mentor, Rising Scholars Workshop. Annual Meeting of the Peace Science Society, Ann Ar-
bor, MI, Nov. 2024.



Workshop Participant, “Scientific Study of Gender and Security.” Annual Meeting of Peace
Science Society, Austin, TX, Nov. 2018.

Roundtable Participant, “Prospects for the Trump Administration.” Kentucky Political Sci-
ence Association, Centre College, Danville, KY, Feb. 2017.

Teaching

International Human Rights, UK, Spring 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021, 2019, 2018, 2016, Fall 2024,
2022, 2020, 2017, 2016. WashU, Fall 2014. FSU, Summer 2013, 2014, Spring 2014.

International Organization, Spring 2018, Fall 2022, 2020, 2019, 2017, 2016. FSU, Summer
2012, Fall 2013.

Dynamics of International Law, UK, Spring 2023, 2021, Fall 2024.
Peace Studies Capstone Seminar, UK, Spring 2025.

Intro to International Relations, UK, Spring 2025, 2019, 2017, 2016, Fall 2015. WashU,
Spring 2015. FSU, Summer 2011.

Graduate International Human Rights, UK, Spring 2024, 2022, 2017, Fall 2019, 2015.

Service to Department, College, and University

Peace Studies Program Director - Fall 2024 - Present

International Studies Program Faculty of Record - Spring 2024 - Present

Pi Sigma Alpha Invited Panelist, “Panel with Professors,” Spring 2023

Nonmedical IRB, Alternate Member, Spring 2022 - Present

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Committee Chair, Political Science Department,
Spring 2020 - Spring 2023

University Senate, Fall 2020 - Spring 2021

Chellgren Fellow Advisor, Fall 2022 - Spring 2023

International Studies Advisory Board member, Fall 2019 - Spring 2022

Peace Studies Advisory Board member, Fall 2018 - Present

Sigma lota Rho Invited Speaker, “Violence Against Women and the Law,” March 2019
Amnesty International Faculty Sponsor at UK, Spring 2018 - Present

Graduate Program Committee, Department of Political Science, Fall 2018 - Spring 2021
International Relations Reading Group Facilitator, Spring 2017 - Spring 2021

Pi Sigma Alpha Invited Speaker, “The Future of Human Rights,” April 2017

Civic Life Seminar Series Panel, Foreign Policy and National Security, Spring 2017
Boren Scholarship Review Committee, Spring 2017

Gaines Thesis Committee Chair, UK Gaines Center, Fall 2016-Spring 2018



Undergraduate Program Committee, Department of Political Science, Fall 2015 - Spring
2017, Fall 2024 - Present

Undergraduate Research Supervisor; Summer 2016, Fall 2018 - Present

Faculty Mentoring Program, College of Arts & Sciences, Fall 2015-Spring 2016

Service to the Discipline

Associate Editor, International Interactions, Fall 2023 - Present.

Editor, What Do We Know About Human Rights?, Rowman and Littlefield Publishers.
MPSA Section Chair, Domestic Politics and Human Rights, Spring 2021.

Conference Discussant: ISA 2023, Southeast Rights Network 2022, MPSA 2021, APSA 2020,
ISA-Midwest 2016, ISA 2016, ISA 2015, VIM 2015, APSA 2015.

Journal Referee: American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review,
British Journal of Political Science, Conflict Management and Peace Science, European Jour-
nal of International Relations, Foreign Policy Analysis, Human Rights Review, International
Interactions, International Organization, International Security, International Studies Quar-
terly, International Studies Perspectives, International Studies Review, Journal of Conflict
Resolution, Journal of Human Rights, Journal of Law and Courts, Journal of Politics, Journal
of Peace Research, Journal of Women, Politics, and Policy, Research and Politics, Political
Research Quarterly, Review of International Organizations, Violence Against Women.

Book Referee: Rowman & Littlefield
Academic Associations

American Political Science Association
International Studies Association
Peace Science Society

Southeast Rights Network



